
Dear Parents: 

Midterm Exams start tomorrow (Thursday, Jan. 23), so here are a few updates for you 
regarding midterms and schoolwide events at the start of Second Semester: 

Midterm Exams: During Midterm Exams, we will be following the attached 
schedule: UPDATED Midterm Exam Schedule and Guidelines 2020. Guidelines for exam 
attendance are included with the schedule. Midterm exams have a significant impact on 
students’ grades, so please encourage your children to put in the effort needed to do their 
best on their exams. And if your child is a Senior who is exempt from the final exam for a 
semester course, congratulations! This means they have really applied themselves this 
semester and are enjoying the benefits of their hard work. 

Minding Your Mind Assembly: On the first day of second semester (Wednesday, Jan. 29) we 
will be hearing from a guest speaker who works with the Minding Your Mind program. Let’s 
face it – the life of a teen can be stressful, and we all struggle at times – so the day after 
midterms is a good day for us to take a break and check in on our mental and emotional 
health. Minding Your Mind’s mission is to provide mental health education to adolescents, 
teens and young adults, their parents, teachers and school administrators, with the goal of 
reducing the stigma and destructive behaviors often associated with mental health issues.  

During the presentation, we will be hearing from Jordan Burnham, a nationally recognized 
mental health advocate who has been nominated for an Emmy for his documentary 
“Unbreakable” and who has spoken around the country about his battle with depression and 
finding recovery. Jordan will also be giving a presentation for parents the night before at East 
Lyme High School co-sponsored by the Waterford and East Lyme school systems, so please 
attend. You can learn more about this at: Minding Your Mind  

If your child is a Senior with late arrival, they should plan to be at school by 8:20 next 
Wednesday so that they are here for the start of the program. Jordan’s program will be 
especially helpful for Seniors as they prepare to graduate and move on in life, and we don’t 
want any of them to miss it. 

Miracle League Field Fundraiser: On the first Friday of second semester (Jan. 31) we will be 
supporting the Southeastern Connecticut community effort to raise funds for the proposed 
Miracle League Field to help meet the needs of children with physical, cognitive, and 
developmental challenges. This field will ultimately be constructed near Flanders Elementary 
School in East Lyme, and WHS students can help out by wearing a tee-shirt, jersey, or 
sweatshirt from their favorite sports team to show their support for the field and its mission 
on Friday, Jan. 31, and donating $1 –or more – to help fund it when they get to school that 
day. Whether that’s the Lancers, the UCONN Huskies, or whichever team they want to win 
the Super Bowl doesn’t matter – if our students participate, kids in need will be the real 
winners. 

Have a great day, and Go Lancers! 

Andre Hauser 
WHS Principal 

https://whs.waterfordschools.org/ourschool/news/announcements/midterm_exam_schedule_2020
https://www.waterfordschools.org/our_district/news/announcements/minding_your_mind_presentation

